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Dear 
collectors
Times of transformation

For 27 years of his life, Nelson Mandela was treated 
as a criminal by the South African government and 
pronounced guilty of acts of sabotage against a 
system that had refused him basic human rights. 
What a transformation he must have experienced – 
just a few years after being freed – to become 
president of the very country that had incarcerated 
him. Named an honorary Canadian citizen in 2001, 
Mandela would spend the rest of his days leading the 
struggle for racial equality on the world stage.

Fifty years ago, our own country saw a transfor-
mation as well. Gone was the familiar Canadian Red 
Ensign and, in its place, rose the red maple leaf motif 
that still symbolizes our nation around the world.

And, of course, every year we wait to witness 
nature’s transformation, from winter to spring as 
early blooms like colourful pansies emerge from the 
newly thawed earth.

There’s something compelling about transforma-
tions, and we’re proud that our stamps – including 
the ones featured in this edition of Details – celebrate 
such moments.

Jim Phillips, Director, Stamp Services

Stamp printing specifications
• Perforations are all 13+ or simulated perforation.
• Tagging is on four sides, unless otherwise indicated.
• Paper is Tullis Russell, unless otherwise indicated.
• Gum type is pressure sensitive, unless otherwise indicated.

(From right to left) The Right Honourable 
Stephen Harper and Canada Post President and 

CEO Deepak Chopra admire the stamp design 
unveiled in Kingston, Ontario, January 11, 2015, to 
mark the 200th birthday of Sir John A. Macdonald.

March 28, 2015
KAPEX 2015
The Evinrude Centre
911 Monaghan Road
Peterborough, Ontario

Items may not be exactly as shown.

Si vous n’avez pas reçu cette publication dans la langue 
officielle de votre choix, veuillez envoyer un courriel à 
endetail@postescanada.ca ou remplissez le bon de 
commande et postez-le à notre adresse :

EN DÉTAIL POSTES CANADA
2701 PROM RIVERSIDE BUREAU N0020
OTTAWA ON  K1A 0B1 CANADA

Events Notice
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Write to
Stamp Services – Details
Canada Post
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Printed in Canada. 

Details is published by Canada Post.

Director, Stamp Services: Jim Phillips
Director, Marketing: Nancy Wright
Coordinator: Monica Desjardins
Staff contributors: Joy Parks, Will Manzer
French revision: Linguistic Services
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Manager, Graphic Design: Céline Morisset
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Permanent™ and Picture Postage™ are trademarks of Canada Post Corporation.
© 2015 Royal Canadian Mint. All rights reserved.
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$850

Booklet of 10 stamps
413973111

Descendant of tribal royalty, prisoner, president, 
Nobel laureate – Nelson Mandela was all these, yet 
he was a dignified and humble man. His struggle 
against apartheid inspired hope; his victory triggered 
a global celebration; his death, in 2013, brought 
millions to tears.

A leader of the African National Congress, 
Mandela was arrested in 1962, and sentenced to 
five years in prison for leaving South Africa without a 
passport and inciting workers to strike. He was serving 
this sentence when he was brought to trial in 1963 
for sabotage, then convicted June 12, 1964. Mandela 
would be imprisoned for more than 27 years.

Released in 1990, Nelson Mandela became the 
first president of South Africa in 1994 to be elected 
in a free vote by persons of every race. It was the first 
election in which he could legally cast a ballot. During 
his life, he received hundreds of awards, including 
the Nobel Peace Prize in 1993, numerous honorary 
degrees and a knighthood. In 1999 – the year he 
stepped down from the presidency – TIME magazine 
named him one of the 20th century’s 100 most 
influential people. Mandela was also the first living 
person bestowed with honorary Canadian citizenship.

Our stamp was designed with a photograph by 
Yousuf Karsh, taken on Mandela’s first visit to 

It is in moments like these that… 
we have our faith in human solidarity 
and universal friendship reaffirmed 
and rekindled.
Nelson Mandela (while on his 2001 trip to 
Canada to accept his honorary citizenship)

Black History
Nelson Mandela
Issue date: January 30, 2015
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Canada in 1990. As the story goes, the future 
president had just arrived at the Château Laurier in 
Ottawa, exhausted from a long flight. Sensing the 
need for some levity, Karsh, who was known for his 
wit, told him that he had recently photographed 
Pope John Paul II, and had casually asked him how 

many people worked at the Vatican. “About half of 
them,” replied the pontiff. Mandela broke into the 
warm laugh captured by Karsh.

Canada Post is grateful to the Nelson Mandela 
Foundation for its cooperation and assistance in the 
creation of this stamp issue.

Canada Post is 
grateful to the 
Nelson Mandela 
Foundation for its 
cooperation and 
assistance in the 
creation of this 
stamp issue.

$185

OFDC
413973131

$250

Souvenir sheet
403973145

Product Denomination Size Quantity Printing process

Booklet of 10 stamps Permanent™ (domestic rate) 	 32 mm x 32 mm 	 500,000 Lithography in 6 colours

Souvenir sheet ‡ $2.50 (international rate) 	 125 mm x 82 mm 	 150,000 Lithography in 6 colours

Official First Day Cover Permanent™ (domestic rate) 	 191 mm x 113 mm 	 16,000 Cancellation site: Ottawa ON

Design: Ian Drolet | Photos: Yousuf Karsh, Jurgen Shadeberg, Stephane de Sakutin (AFP, Getty Images) |  
Printer: Canadian Bank Note | ‡Gum Type: PVA
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$185

OFDC
413974131

At noon on February 15, 1965, Canada’s new flag 
was raised on Parliament Hill as a symbol representing 
all Canadian citizens. These two stamps, issued on 
the 50th anniversary of that momentous day, celebrate 
Canada’s most recognizable icon. A domestic-rate 
stamp proclaims the patriot in all of us as it travels on 
letters from coast to coast, while a $5 fabric stamp – 
a first for Canada Post – marks the occasion as the 
product of a new and ambitious printing process.

Designer Kosta Tsetsekas explains that the 
biggest challenge in creating the fabric stamp was 
applying ink to the satin rayon, which is essentially a 
three-dimensional surface. A battery of tests helped 

Tsetsekas and the printer, the Canadian Bank Note 
Company, understand more about the interaction 
between ink and fabric to achieve consistent results 
in the production of such an innovative stamp.

“There’s a reason we normally print on smooth 
paper – it ’s because ink behaves much more 
predictably on that surface,” says Tsetsekas. “It was 
interesting to see how metallic inks lost much of 
their lustre, while some non-metallic ones actually 
began to look metallic on the fabric.”

Canada’s flag, 
50th anniversary
Issue date: February 15, 2015

$2995

2015 $25 Pure Silver Coin – Canadian Flag
Mintage: 225,000 coins worldwide (7.96 g)
244474 În  No GST/HST

ACTUAL SIZE

I’m old enough to remember 
the controversy when the flag 
was introduced and how quickly 
it achieved wide acceptance 
and support.
Kosta Tsetsekas, designer

Continued page 8
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$6
Souvenir sheet OFDC

403974144

Product Denomination Size Quantity Printing process

Booklet of 10 stamps Permanent™ (domestic rate) 	 40 mm x 32 mm 	 500,000 Lithography in 5 colours

Souvenir sheet ✧ $5 	140 mm x 90 mm 	 300,000 6 colours, acqueous plus invisible 
red tagging

Uncut press sheet of 
20 souvenir sheets and 
3 fabric flag stamps ✧

$5 	483 mm x 616 mm 	 1,000 6 colours, acqueous plus invisible 
red tagging

Official First Day Cover 
single

Permanent™ (domestic rate) 	191 mm x 113 mm 	 13,000 Cancellation site: Ottawa ON

Official First Day Cover 
souvenir sheet ✧

$5 	191 mm x 113 mm 	 13,000 Cancellation site: Ottawa ON

Design: Kosta Tsetsekas, Defne Corbacioglu (Signals) | Photos: Larry Goldstein (iStockphoto.com), Library and Archives Canada | 
Printer: Lowe-Martin | ✧ Photos: Mike Savage | ✧ Printer: Canadian Bank Note | ✧ Print stock: Wausau Coated Products

$850

Booklet of 10 stamps
413974111

$250

Postcard
262428
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Canada Post’s 
first fabric stamp

$5
Souvenir sheet
403974145

But with great challenge comes great reward. For 
Tsetsekas, our flag shares its anniversary with a very 
special, personal date – 2015 also marks 50 years 
since his family immigrated to Canada.

“Being part of the team that produced Canada’s 
first-ever fabric stamp is very special,” says Tsetsekas. 

“Designing stamps for the 50th anniversary of our flag 
is as good as it gets for any Canadian.”

One other Canadian shares his proud sentiment. 
Joan O’Malley played a very special role in the 
creation of Canada’s flag. Her father, a senior civil 
servant with a tight deadline from Prime Minister 
Lester B. Pearson, asked her to sew prototypes 
during Canada’s great flag debate. Late at night, 
her whirring sewing machine stitched together 
prototype flags that helped bring Canada closer to 
the beloved maple leaf.

“Having my story told along with the 50 th 
commemoration of our flag is very special for me 
because it is a part of my history that I would like to 
share with all Canadians," says O’Malley.

When I look up and see what I 
think of as ‘my flag,’ I think of the 
night I stitched the prototypes 
for Prime Minister Pearson as a 
favour for my dad.
Joan O’Malley

Made by Wausau Coated Products, the print stock consists 
of a specialized satin rayon fabric applied, using adhesives 

and silicones, to a paper backer similar to, but thicker than, 
that used with most postage pressure-sensitive stamps.

Souvenir sheet: 140 mm x 90 mm
Stamp: 100 mm x 50 mm

Souvenir sheet back



$115
403974148

1-800-565-4362

From Canada or the U.S.
canadapost.ca/shop

From other countries

902-863-6550

Canada’s flag,  
50th anniversary  

uncut Press sheet

Canada Post’s 
first fabric stamp

Back

Joan O’Malley, who sewed prototypes of the Canadian flag, is seen below signing uncut press sheets of Canada Post’s 
first fabric stamp at the Ottawa offices of the Canadian Bank Note Company. The numbered sheets also include invisible 
security ink – applied to areas of the flag – that glows in the dark under a UV lamp.

Limited edition, signed and numbered – Only 1,000 available
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There are few flower beds in Canada that don’t have 
at least a handful of pansies showing their colourful, 
smiling faces. Who can resist smiling right back? 
Now, with these stamps, such floral favourites 
spread the same cheer by mail and to collectors 
around the world.

Canadian gardeners may be interested to learn 
that there’s a homegrown twist to the modern-day 
pansy. It was British naval officer and former 
Newfoundland governor Lord James Gambier and 
his gardener William Thompson who, after crossing 
various species of viola with Viola tricolor, eventually 
produced the familiar pansy in 1839.

The flower’s name comes from pensée, the 
French word for thought or remembrance. Pansies 
bloom in three visually distinctive classifications – 
blotched (or faced), single-coloured (clear) and 
single-coloured with dark lines radiating from the 
centre (whiskers). While the flowers are considered 
perennials, they tend to diminish after their first year, 
so most gardeners treat them as biennials.

Part of the reason pansies are so popular in 
Canada is that they prefer cool temperatures. They are 
one of the season’s earliest blossoms. When planted 
in the fall, some varieties known as Icicle pansies can 
overwinter successfully and bloom in the spring.

$850

Booklet of 
10 stamps
413975111

$270

OFDC
413975131

Pansies
Issue date: March 2, 2015

Pairing images of ‘Delta Premium’ 
and ‘Midnight Glow’ conveys a 
dreamlike quality of a garden 
filled with these colourful blooms.
Marcio Morgado, designer 

Seal your envelopes 
with beautiful pansy 

stickers included in 
the booklet



Deta i l s 2 |  January- February 2015  1 1Ready to place an order? Our convenient online store is always open.

These stamps feature ‘Delta Premium Pure Light 
Blue’ and ‘Midnight Glow,’ both illustrated by  
first-time philatelic artist Laurie Koss. “True blue 
flowers are rare. The ‘Delta Premium’ is a solid blue 
with a yellow centre and it has whiskers. The second is 
a beautiful multi-coloured Icicle pansy with shades of 

purple, pink, orange and yellow. I wanted two 
pansies that were as different as possible to create a 
definite contrast. And that was achieved,” says Koss.

The Official First Day Cover was cancelled in 
Pansy, Manitoba.

$4250

Coil of 50 stamps
403975117

$850

Strip of 
10 stamps
403975119

$340

Strip of 
4 stamps
403975118

Product Denomination Size Quantity Printing process

Booklet of 10 stamps 2 x Permanent™ (domestic rate) 	 25 mm x 32 mm 	 600,000 Lithography in 6 colours

Coil of 50 stamps 2 x Permanent™ (domestic rate) 	 24 mm x 20 mm 	 120,000 Lithography in 6 colours

Souvenir sheet of 2 stamps ‡ 2 x Permanent™ (domestic rate) 	112 mm x 84 mm 	 135,000 Lithography in 6 colours

Official First Day Cover 2 x Permanent™ (domestic rate) 	191 mm x 113 mm 	 11,000 Cancellation site: Pansy MB

Design: Marcio Morgado, Paul Haslip (HM&E) | Illustration: Laurie Koss | Printing: Lowe-Martin | ‡Gum type: PVA

I chose ‘Delta Premium Pure Light 
Blue’ because it is a solid colour 
with a yellow centre and whiskers.
Laurie Koss, illustrator

$170

Souvenir sheet
403975145

$250

Postcard
262429

$250

Postcard
262430

I enhanced the translucency 
of their petals and created 
greater depth.
Laurie Koss, illustrator
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Roses: still available
Limited quantities

$4250

Coil of 50 stamps
403930117

$499

Stamp dispenser  
(stamps sold separately)

341958

$850

Booklet of 
10 stamps
413930111

$270

OFDC
413930131

$170

Souvenir sheet
403930145

$250

Postcard
262391

$250

Postcard
262392

$850

Strip of 
10 stamps
403930119 
Not shown

$340

Strip of 
4 stamps
403930118 
Not shown
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Royal 
Canadian 
Mint Coins
SOLD AT CANADA POST

$22995

2015 Pure Silver Proof Set –  
50th Anniversary of the Canadian Flag
Mintage: 20,000 sets worldwide
244463 În  No GST/HST

$5995

2015 Proof Silver Dollar –  
50th Anniversary of the Canadian Flag
Mintage: 20,000 coins worldwide (23.17 g)
244465 În  No GST/HST

$5495

2015 Brilliant Uncirculated Silver Dollar –  
50th Anniversary of the Canadian Flag
Mintage: 15,000 coins worldwide (23.17 g)
244464 În  No GST/HST

$2495

2015 Uncirculated Set
Mintage: 60,000 sets worldwide
244462 a
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$12995

2015 50-Cent Pure Gold Coin – Maple Leaf
Mintage: 7,500 coins worldwide (1.27 g)
244472 În  No GST/HST
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ACTUAL SIZE

$4995

2015 Specimen Set – Blue Jay
Mintage: 30,000 sets worldwide
244461 a

ACTUA

L SIZ
E

$1,19995

2015 $200 Pure Gold Coin – Great Canadian 
Explorers – Henry Hudson
Mintage: 2,000 coins worldwide (15.43 g)
244469 În  No GST/HST

$8995

2015 $20 Pure Silver Coin – UNESCO at Home and 
Abroad: Mount Fuji and the Canadian Rockies
Mintage: 7,500 coins worldwide (31.39 g)
244470 În  No GST/HST

$64995

2015 $50 Pure Gold Coin – UNESCO at Home and 
Abroad: Mount Fuji and the Canadian Rockies
Mintage: 2,000 coins worldwide (7.8 g)
244471 În  No GST/HST

A
CTUAL SIZE

A
C

TU
AL S

IZE

$59995

2015 $100 14-Karat Gold Coin – 200th Anniversary 
of the Birth of Sir John A. Macdonald
Mintage: 1,500 coins worldwide (12 g)
244467 a

$6995

2015 $10 Pure Silver Coin – 200th Anniversary of 
the Birth of Sir John A. Macdonald
Mintage: 10,000 coins worldwide (15.87 g)
244475 În  No GST/HST

A
C
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AL SIZEA

C
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IZE
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Limited quantities available

$10995 Sold out at the Mint
2014 $20 Pure Silver Coin – A Story of the 
Northern Lights: Howling Wolf
Mintage: 8,500 coins worldwide (31.39 g)
244260 În  No GST/HST

$16995 Sold out at the Mint
2014 $30 Pure Silver Coin – Canadian 
Contemporary Art
Mintage: 5,000 coins worldwide (62.7 g)
244240 În  No GST/HST

$9995 Sold out at the Mint
2014 $20 Pure Silver Coin – Maple Canopy: 
Autumn Allure
Mintage: 7,500 coins worldwide (31.39 g)
244361 În  No GST/HST
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$6995 Sold out at the Mint
2014 $10 Pure Silver Coin – Ducks of Canada: Pintail
Mintage: 10,000 coins worldwide (15.87 g)
244252 În  No GST/HST

$8995 Sold out at the Mint
2014 $20 Pure Silver Coin – Prehistoric Animals: 
The Woolly Mammoth
Mintage: 7,500 coins worldwide (31.39 g)
244340 În  No GST/HST

$10495 Sold out at the Mint
2014 $20 Pure Silver Coin – Maple Leaves
Mintage: 7,500 coins worldwide (31.39 g)
244422 În  No GST/HST

Hologram

Glows in  
the dark
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still available
Limited quantities

$2995

Uncut press sheet
403908149

$1110

Booklet of 6
413908111

$1575

Pane
403908107

Year of the Horse
$5995  $4496

Framed stamps
342005

$8895  $6671

Framed  
souvenir sheet 

enlargement
341993

$150  $11250

Limited edition 
framed uncut press 

sheet, signed and 
numbered

341994

The next Lunar New Year runs from 
February 19, 2015, to February 7, 2016.
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$2995

Uncut press sheet
403876149

$8888

Chinatown 
Gates – 
Collection
341953

$1110

Booklet of 6
413876111

$2125

Pane
403876107

Year of the Snake

Chinatown Gates

$5995  $4496

Framed stamps
341938

$8888  $6671

Framed  
souvenir sheet 

enlargement
341939

$150  $11250

Limited edition 
framed uncut press 

sheet, signed and 
numbered

341940



How to order
Payment by cheque
Please make payment in Canadian funds, by money 
order, bank draft or cheque payable to Canada Post. 
Cheques over $1,500 must be certified. Do not send 
cash through the mail. The cash-on-delivery (COD) 
option is not available.

Payment by credit card
Payment by credit card is no longer accepted 
by mail. Visa™, MasterCard™ and American 
Express™ are accepted for orders online or by 
telephone only. 

Returns
Please contact Philatelic Customer Service for 
a return authorization number (RAN) to return an 
item. The number should be included in the package 
for prompt service.

Making your selection
Quantity
When expressing the desired quantity, state the 
number in configurations of stamps required. For 
example, if you’re ordering three upper left corner 
blocks, write 3 (not 12).

GST or HST
Add 5% GST or 13% HST (Ont., N.L. and N.B.), 
15% HST (N.S.) or 14% HST (P.E.I.), as outlined in the 
tax information below.

PST
Residents of B.C., Que., Man. and Sask., please 
calculate PST on applicable products.

�There is a different product number for  
each configuration within a stamp issue.

Every effort is made to ensure that product descriptions and suggested retail prices are accurate and up to 
date, errors and omissions excepted. Canada Post reserves the right to vary prices and product descriptions 
at any time without notice. Individual post offices may sell items for less.

Order form

Tax information
All products are subject to HST (N.S., N.B., N.L., 
Ont. and P.E.I.) or GST (rest of Canada), unless 
indicated otherwise.
L	� Provincial sales tax is applicable according to the 

provincial rate for Que.
a	� Provincial sales tax is applicable according to the 

provincial rate for Sask., Man., Que. and B.C.
e	� Provincial sales tax is applicable according to the 

provincial rate for Man., Que. and B.C.

d	� Provincial sales tax is applicable according to the 
provincial rate for Man. and B.C.

r	Not subject to GST or HST.
n	� Provincial sales tax is applicable according to the 

provincial rate for Sask., Man. and B.C.
s	� Only GST is applicable in all of Canada.
,	� Only GST is applicable in all of Canada. In Que., 

provincial sales tax is applicable according to the 
provincial rate.

canadapost.ca/shop

American Express™ is a trademark of American Express Company.
MasterCard™ is a trademark of MasterCard International Incorporated.
Visa™ is a trademark of Visa International Service Association. 
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PURE SILVER COINs

Baby Wildlife

Celebrate Canada’s young wildlife 
with these beautiful proof coins with 
colour – and Stamp Art Cards, unique 
from Canada Post.
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No. 3

No. 1

No. 2

$10995

Baby Burrowing Owl – 2015 $20 Pure Silver Coin 
and Stamp Set
Mintage: 7,500 coins worldwide (31.39 g)
244370 În  No GST/HST

$9995

Baby Beaver – 2014 $20 Pure Silver Coin 
and Stamp Set
Mintage: 7,500 coins worldwide (31.39 g)
244313 În  No GST/HST

$10995

Baby Puffin – 2014 $20 Pure Silver Coin 
and Stamp Set
Mintage: 7,500 coins worldwide (31.39 g)
244312 În  No GST/HST

philatelic customer service
PO Box 90022
Canada Post place
2701 Riverside Drive
Ottawa ON  K1v 1j8
1-800-565-4362

1-800-565-4362

From Canada or the U.S.
canadapost.ca/shop

From other countries

902-863-6550

Look for  

No. 4 of the  

series in M
arch


